The search for improved methods for diagnosing leptospirosis: the approach of a laboratory in Brescia, Italy.
The authors describe work in progress at the laboratory in Brescia, Italy, on the application of molecular methods to the diagnosis of leptospirosis. This work includes the following: a) Development of polymerase chain reaction (PCR) assays capable of amplifying specific deoxyribonucleic acid fragments from most Leptospira interrogans strains. b) Development of a microtitre-based assay for rapid detection of PCR-positive samples. c) Characterisation of Leptospira strains through restriction endonuclease analysis of PCR products and amplified fragment length polymorphism.